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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


4 . Dltttiot BWit ooiBBon la thu Komi Ropulilio wart B«l«rl* (P. Vlirax), tyjhold, paratyfhold, 
Brlllt dlttatt ^yphuj/ Ttrloui InfliaiaBfcs. 25x^1 

a. Mularla (P,V1vax) vblch producNo tertian malaria la rery oomoon* 

(1) In the Komi Repuhlle the UB8B tooJc no meaeuree to eurh moequlto breeding. 
Coneequentlyi during the warmer monthe the region Is heavily Infeeted with 
moequltoB bearing the above disease. 
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(2) \ the official 25X1 

census of Komi in 19fe was about 30 thousand free men* Kie approximately 

300 tiiousand Polish pris oners vere notj o f course, considered for census 

purposes • Nevertheless, | ^ \ that of the 330 thousand human 25X1 

beings in the area, at least 15 per cent were suffering from P. Vivax type 

malaria* 

( 3 ) In laborat ory analysis | [ no difficulty in determining the disease and 25X1 

the type* made a thick drop specimen rather than the usual thin smear 25X1 

easily finolhg the parasite on the periphery of the blood smear. 

(^) Since medical care and medicines were free in the USSR, persons 6\if faring 
from malaria could easily procure quinine in such amounts as the physicians 
deemed necessary. In most cases the quinine provided, at the best, only 
temporary felie:^ for this type of malaria was chronic and in most cases 
was so advanced that quinine appeared to be ineffective. 

( 5 ) In order to treat the disease some of the free people used an old "home 
remedy". They consumed quantities of alcohol to which they added pepper, 
believing this would cure their malaria. Such treatment, of course, created 
a lai*ge number of alcoholics but didn't cure their malaria. 



( 1 ) I | in no position to do cultures, but the abovi dlsealiss were not 25X1 

difficult to diagnose. 

(2) Hygiene, particularly per floiaal habits, was primltlvt. Frankly, very, few 
people used toilet paper, there were no bathing facilities, and very'fev 
dwllings contained running water. (Water yrae carried in buckets from 
village streams.) Due to such unsanitary conditions, tyx^oid was contracted 

by alaeable portions of the population, / j l unabXe to estimate the 25X1 

percentage of sufferers or the treatment adhiinlstered by physiclanBjJ 

( 3 ) Another source of typhoid (in my estimation:) was tbs oommtuAl wat^r. On 
Sundays the population would go to the commuaity Yahnaya ^^th house/* The 
people eurrlved home cleansed of dirt but because the bath house wss not clean, 
they also became infested with lice and perhaps germs from the water which was 
not sterilised or chemically treated. 



(1) The mortality from this disease was alw^s high. It reached its peak, bow- 
sver, when Polish prlaoneriSi were freed ifrom various northwestern cbnoehtration 
camps lnl 9^4 and 19^5. This dii^ease spread throughout the northwest after t,he 
release of the above people. In my estimation, typhus was easily contracted 
because the population was undernourished and had nC facilities to maintain 
cltanlihess, 

(2) The Soviet (Jovernment's reaotloni to the spread of typhus were manifist by 
the following actions 

(a) They wouldn't permit statistics to be published — any sucih attempt by a 
scientist was sufficient reason for Ixmoidlate imprisonment, 

(b) The government made no official comments on this disease, thereby not 
revealing t}nrough press or other media of communication that the dieease 
was quite rampant, 

(0) In several instances doctors disappeared from the area, thereby creating 
the impression that the government had considered these Individuals 
responsible and had them confined in prisons, 

d, Ittfluensas 

(1) Influenza was commonplace. Again, we had no laboratory facilities to do 
research or determine the types. 
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6 . 


^ . cLn t1w» Koifti 

Republic pEtieuce Imd its vlrttuea. Instead of planting potatoes in the custc^sarj 
manner/ that is in rove;| ^planted them in triangular fashioned mounds* Since 
they were not crowded while growing^ | ^ flne rejultSi / ' I 

grown potatoes they were almost as large as the Idaho grown potato* , -With referen^se 
to potato rot; this disease didn't occur while the potatoes were, imbedded in the 
soil* Shortly after the potatoes were haryested. and stored; the rot began. Ihls 
rot first appeared in the form of dark spots on the outer surface* the disease wae 
common in the ^mi Republic* 
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